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“That is all I got of  

my poor old Will” 



Wesley Enoch at the Melbourne Writers’ Festival  
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Australian pilgrimages to 
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George Lambert, ‘Anzac from 

Gaba Tepe’, courtesy of the 

Australian War Memorial  

Awaiting ‘Zero Hour’ at 

Fromelles, courtesy of the 

Australian War Memorial  



Charles Wheeler, ‘Battle of 

Fromelles’, courtesy of the 

Australian War Memorial  









Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery 
Image courtesy Wiki Commons, Wernervc   





Lyndon Dadswell’s Sanctuary Friezes,  
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“I would be gratefull[sic]  

If I could receive  

[my medals] for 

Anzac Day” 





“my face is practically 

shot away” 

“Much facial disfigurement  and discharge into 

Mouth constant.  Gets sick with it in the mornings” 



Leslie Albon 

Extract from Form 20 E 

1928 hospital report 

 

“Bouts of malaria about every 4 or 5 

weeks in the summer time and the 

last summer has been his worst. He 

becomes squimish towards 

evening, shaky and shivery.  Has to 

pack himself with blankets.  Runs a 

continuous fever from 4 to 7 days. “  



“Gassed … 

giddiness, shortness 

of breath and  

tendency to vomit after 

any exertion.” 

“… has not been  

employed” 

“No confidence in  

himself” 

Le Roy 



“Ill treats her and 

knocks her about” 

“I left my husband … 

owing to his drunken 

habits” 

Le Roy 







“ Family History:- 

Father died at 65 yrs.  

cardiac siezure.  One 

brother died at 51yrs,  

had pleurisy.  Mother  

died at 65 yrs.  Heart  

siezure …” 



‘unemployed’ 

‘own nothing’’   
 

Harry Lovell 



“I used to cough 

and spit so  

much …in the 

end they found  

some excuse  

to discharge  

me” 

Harry Lovell 



“ I was honest enough to  

give up my pension when 

I was working so give 

me a go …” 

“… I can’t even smoke 

and have to bludge all the time” 

Harry Lovell 



‘My land is only fit to starve on … 

there was a different story 

when the Crown wanted us to go 

and fight for it and we weren’t told then  

that we would be treated like dogs when  

we returned’:  

Ambrose Egan.  



15.11.1969 Letter from Widow [of Don Carney] 

“I am a war widow and I thought I could apply for 

a little help for Xmas.  I live on my own and  

pay 10/- a week rent, I pay 30/- for coal and 25/-  

for wood and it cost me about 10/- a month  

electric light.  I have never had any help and I 

thought I could get a little for Xmas … I am 72  

next month and it is hard to carry on.  I don’t drink 

or smoke.  I will forward Mr Carney’s pay book if  

that will help me any” 



AB Campbell 

“My husband’s death is 

death to all my 

happiness 

… there was not a  

sounder, stronger, more 

vigourous man … went 

to the world war. …  

He was no whiner and  

hid his sufferings with 

squared shoulders and  

a smile” 



Accidentally or  

otherwise … the  

evidence … does not  

allow me to say” 

AB Campbell 



AB Campbell 

“Whether it affects my 

pension or not, I do wish 

it to be recognised that 

my husband gave his 

life for his county, at  

least I have that  

comfort in his death – 

that we did our bit” 



What is a 

Mooc? 
 

Massive 

Online 

Open 

Course 
 
A free online course. All videos and 

material remain available to you 

permanently.  



World War One: A History in 

100 Stories. 





‘Faecal Fistula 

again discharging’ 





‘… removed to a dismal ward …. 

 suffering in untold agony’ 





Sydney Fleet Review 

2013 









“the fact is, he is  

Absolutely fed up writing” 

“I fail to see how my wife  

and I are going to exist”  

Le Roy 





“ I didn’t go to war 

for any benefits I  

wanted to go and was 

prepared to take … all  

that was coming to me.   

I just leave myself in your 

hands … there will be  

‘No Complaints’ sir” 

AB Campbell 






