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Overview
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¢ What counts as “good” historical research?

¢ What makes a “good” history book [ exhibition /
museum?
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* What’s the difference between collecting/curation
and research?
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Local histories
some examples
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¢+ What are your first impressions of these books?

¢ What kind of reading do they invite?

¢ Do they ask questions and answer them?

]
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Some issues to consider

¢+ We have data - now what?
¢+ |s there one historical truth or multiple historical truths?

¢ Can historical work be reliable and authoritative without
being certain?

¢+ Do emotions and myths have a place in historical work?
¢+ |s objectivity important or achievable?

¢+ Can we risk a hypothesis about these events/phenomena?
If so, how do we put flesh on the bones?
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“There is no knowledge in libraries
... rather there are codes of various
kinds which, with ingenuity, we can

reconstitute as knowledge.”

Kieran Egan




Approaches to Research

¢ Organise your research — taxonomies and
classification

¢+ Keep track of where you have been and are going.
¢ Look for evidence you don’t have.

¢ Look for conflicts/contestation/drama.

¢ Do more with less — leave things out!

¢+ Contextualise your work.
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Contextualising Your
Research

¢ Maps
¢ Timelines

¢ What s going on in the rest of the
¢+ Community

Region

State

Country

Empire

World

<& <& <& <& <&

¢ What key themes are you engaging with here?
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Resources

¢+ Asking for help ¢ Visual media
¢ Librarians ¢ Photos
¢ Archivists ¢ Maps

¢ Information specialists

* Non-print and digital
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¢ Print media media
¢ Books ¢ Websites
¢ Journals ¢ Radio
¢+ Newspapers ¢ TV
¢+ Theses, etc ¢ Film
Dr Mark Cryle 8 May 2016



(from Kieran Egan)

Realms of understandmg

¢+ Somatic

¢ Mythic

¢+ Romantic
¢+ Philosophic

¢ Ironic

Dr Mark Cryle 9




Somatic

¢ Dealing with the senses and emotion — vision,
hearing etc but also sadness, delight, anger, fear,
compassion, humour.

¢ Do these elements “belong” in historical work?

¢ If so, how do we deploy them?
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! ¢+ Stories, legends, mysteries, metaphors
3

¢+ Entities with a narrative trajectory which fix meaning
i and identity. Is it fact or fantasy?

g ¢ Images we create in our minds.

¢+ “Stories are our best tool for helping one person to
understand what it is like to be someone else.” Egan

¢ What are some Australian historical myths/legends?
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Romantic

4

Good and evil, heroes and villains.

L 2

Individual against the elements/fates.

.
<&

Courage and cowardice.

* Triumph over adversity/constraints.

¢+ Emotion over rationality.
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Philosophic

¢ Abstract/theoretical ideas - justice, patriotism,
loyalty, sacrifice, power, nationalism, democracy,
gender, class, race, belief, prejudice, ideology.

¢ Take your thinking beyond the particular.

¢ Creating “metanarratives” - “the big picture”.

] ¢ Individuals as agents in wider historical and social
j processes.

¢ No simple answers.
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Ironic

¢ The difference between what is said and what is
meant.

, ¢ A meaning other than the overt or literal.

¢+ Disavowing the search for certainty and being
comfortable with uncertainty and ambiguity.

¢+ “the modulating tool of intellectual life.”
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Realms of understandin

from Kieran Egan)

L
¢ Somatic ¢
¢ Dealing with the senses and emotion - vision, hearing
etc but also sadness, delight, anger, fear, compassion,
humour.
4 Do these elements “belong” in historical work?
¢ If so, how do we deploy them?

¢ Mythic

Stories, legends, mysteries, metaphors

¢ Entities with a narrative trajectory which fix meaning ¢
and identity. Is it fact or fantasy?

¢ Images we create in our minds.

¢ “Stories are our best tool for helping one person to

understand what it is like to be someone else.” Egan

¢ What are some Australian historical myths/legends?

¢+ Romantic

¢ Good and evil, heroes and villains.

’ Individual against the elements/fates.
¢ Courage and cowardice.

¢ Triumph over adversity/constraints.

¢ Emotion over rationality.

Philosophic

¢

Abstract/theoretical ideas — justice, patriotism, loyalty,
sacrifice, power, nationalism, democracy, gender, class,
race, belief, prejudice, ideology.

Take your thinking beyond the particular.
Creating “metanarratives” — “the big picture”.

Individuals as agents in wider historical and social
processes.

No simple answers.

Ironic

The difference between what is said and what is meant.

A meaning other than the overt or literal.

Disavowing the search for certainty and being
comfortable with uncertainty.

“the modulating tool of intellectual life.”
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GONSTAN INOPLE,

£ 12Th 1915.
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above it in dread ?'
“Tt beareth a dreadful brand, my
‘With the dead man's blood 'tis
“| hear hiswidow cty in the night 3
| hear his chilélr.yen weep?}t
alw%e,d?nt}m my sight |
The dead man's blood
doth leap.

“They put the dagger into Ty
grasé;.
It seemed but a pencil then;
I did not know it was a fiend & gaspy
For the priceless blood of men

“They gave me the balloatrga]%en '
@ grim death-warrant of doom, \
And 1 smugly sentenced the man to death, Z
Tn that dreadful Tittle room.

“I put it inside the Box of Blood
Nor thought of the man Id slain,
Tl af midright came Like a whelring. ) sontQ my litle sont

d :
Gods wond-anid the Brand of Cain, - ETey God fo yourNother sl

That the scarlet stainmay be white again |

In Gods great Judgment Roll”

Unillian Gy . R.Wersspear, omd dnaswn by Qovida. Whargual? St Gudnscse Poca, Sydesy.

An anti-conscriptionist poster depicting Prime Minister Billy Hughes as the devil lurking
behind the wavering voter
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Thanks for listening

Dr Mark Cryle
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